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Coventry has been chosen to be the UK City of Culture 2021.

This means that between May 2021 and April 2022 there will

be a year of colourful, creative arts activities of all types all

across the city.

 

 It will be a time of celebration for the city and all its people-

whatever their age or background. Creative projects of all

kinds will  show how the arts can empower communities and

create a fairer, more connected society.

 

We want YOU to help us. We would like you to design a flag

to help add colour and vision to our launch event… 

 

 

1500 of these designs will be printed and displayed in the

city centre for Coventry Moves on 15th May 2021.

 

Others will be displayed online in a digital gallery, so all the

children of Coventry can be a part of this prestigious event...

 

Let's get making!!!!

  INTRODUCTION



                 We want you to…

READ - about Cofa's Tree and the idea of the City as a

growing thing.

LOOK - at the supporting materials in this pack and the

short films that go with it.

CHOOSE - one of the six main themes of the event and

think about what it means to you.

DRAW - a mind map and start to think about shapes and

words that incorporate your chosen theme. 

THINK - about a word to incorporate into your design. Why

this word? Why not DISCUSS with parents, friends or

teachers?

DESIGN - a flag using your chosen word as part of your

design on a portrait piece of A4 paper. 

RETURN your design to school - don't forget to take a

photo or scan of it first!

Look at this

first to help

you get going







Flags are about identity. 

They use blocks of colour and striking designs to tell a

story about the place or the people they represent. 

Flags are used throughout all cultures and time

periods to represent a vast range of ideas and

intentions. Colours used within a flag have a

meaning, for example the colour white is a symbol of

peace and surrender, while yellow stands for

happiness and energy.

 

Flags can be used to represent a group that we

belong to; a place, like a nation or state; an action

like showing your feelings in a protest; support for a

team; or as a symbol of love and remembrance.

Other flags, such as Tibetan prayer flags, are visual

representations of more abstract concepts, designed

to encourage meditation.

 
FLAGS ARE NATIONAL SYMBOLS. EVERY COUNTRY HAS GOT A SPECIFIC FLAG A

NATIONAL SYMBOL. THE FIRST FLAGS WERE FLOWN IN THE 18TH CENTURY TO TE
THAT WE OWN A PIECE OF LAND ('PROCLAIM A POSSESSION') AND THAT WE RULE 

PEOPLE AND LAND ('PROCLAIM SOVEREIGNTY').

 

 

For this project we would like you to

design and make a flag to represent you,

your thoughts and feelings and

aspirations about living in Coventry, The

City of Culture 2021.

  WHY A FLAG? 

Question:

Ask your parent or

carer if they know why

the Elephant and

Castle are the

emblems in the

Coventry Flag?

 

A flag is made up of

bold block colours,

with shapes and

symbols conveying a

message.



L i m i t e d  c o l o u r ?
U s e  o f  s y m m e t r y ?

R u l e  o f  t h i r d s ?
S i m p l e  s y m b o l i s m ?

C h e c k  o u t  t h e s e  f l a g s  o f
C o v e n t r y .  W h a t  d o  y o u

t h i n k  m a k e s  t h e m  s o
e f f e c t i v e ?

 

F L A G S  O F
C O V E N T R Y

3  s p i r e s
3  c o l o u r s

3  s e c t i o n s

S y m m e t r i c a l
r i s i n g

p h o e n i x  

I c o n i c
G o d i v a

s i l h o u e t t e
i n  r u l e  o f

t h i r d s  

E l e p h a n t
h e a d  a n d
f o o t b a l l

c h e c k e r s  

I n d u s t r i a l
c o g  a r o u n d
t h e  c a s t l e
E l e p h a n t  

M O R E
E X A M P L E S
O F  F L A G S



You’ve thought

about how flags

‘work’- now here

are our themes.



T H E M E S p i c k  o n e  o f  t h e s e  t h e m e s  t o
e x p l o r e  o n  y o u r  f l a g  d e s i g n

P E O P L E  P O W E R
T h i s  m e a n s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  c a n
m a k e .  F r o m  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  m a d e  t h e  M e d i e v a l
t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r i e s  t o  t h e  n e w  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t
e n r i c h  o u r  c u l t u r e ,  t h e  C i t y  h a s  a l w a y s  g r o w n

t h r o u g h  t h e  h a r d  w o r k  o f  i t s  p e o p l e  i n  a l l  t h e i r
d i v e r s i t y .

R E S I L I E N C E
T h i s  m e a n s  h o w  w e  b o u n c e  b a c k  f r o m

d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s  o r  d e a l  w i t h  h a r d s h i p s  -  h o w
t h e  c i t y  e m e r g e d  f r o m  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  o f  t h e

S e c o n d  W o r l d  W a r  a n d  t h e  B l i t z ;  h o w  w e  w i l l
e m e r g e  f r o m  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  C O V I D .

S O C I A L  J U S T I C E
T h i s  m e a n s  p e o p l e ,  l a w s ,  f a i r n e s s  a n d  e q u a l i t y

f o r  e v e r y o n e .  F r o m  B l a c k  L i v e s  M a t t e r  a n d
S c h o o l  C l i m a t e  S t r i k e s  t o  H o u s i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n s

s a v i n g  a  l o c a l  s t r e e t  f r o m  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e
c i t y  h a s  o f t e n  b e e n  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  p e o p l e  m a k e

c h a n g e s  h a p p e n .

Y O U T H F U L N E S S
C o v e n t r y  i s  a  c i t y  w i t h  m o r e  y o u n g  p e o p l e
t h a n  m o s t  p l a c e s  i n  B r i t a i n .  B u t  t h i s  w o r d
d o e s n ' t  j u s t  m e a n  ' y o u n g ' ;  i t  m e a n s  b e i n g
o p e n  t o  i d e a s ,  b e i n g  e n e r g e t i c ,  t h i n k i n g

a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e . . . a n y o n e  c a n  b e
y o u t h f u l !

I N N O V A T I O N
T h i s  m e a n s  m a k i n g  n e w ,  o r i g i n a l  s t u f f ,  a n d
h a v i n g  n e w ,  o r i g i n a l  i d e a s .  F r o m  b u i l d i n g

c a r s  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  m o d e r n  b i c y c l e  t o
D e l i a  D e r b y s h i r e  a n d  e l e c t r o n i c  m u s i c ,

C o v e n t r y  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  a b o u t  f i n d i n g
n e w  w a y s  o f  d o i n g  t h i n g s .

S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y
T h i s  m e a n s  u s i n g  t h e  e a r t h ’ s  r e s o u r c e s  i n
s u c h  a  w a y  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e
a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  I t  i s  f i t t i n g  t h a t

C o v e n t r y  s a w  t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h e  G r e e n  p a r t y ;
a  v i s i o n  o f  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  w i l l  d r i v e  t h e

C i t y ' s  f u t u r e .



T H E M E S S o m e  q u e s t i o n s  t o  t o  h e l p  y o u r
t h o u g h t s . . .

P E O P L E  P O W E R
H o w  d o e s  s h a r i n g  k n o w l e d g e  o f  d i f f e r e n t

c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  b a c k g r o u n d s  h e l p  b u i l d  ' p e o p l e
p o w e r ' ?  H o w  d o  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s  e m p o w e r  t h e

p e o p l e  o f  a  C i t y ?

R E S I L I E N C E
H o w  h a s  s o c i e t y  g e n e r a l l y  h a d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e

r e s i l i e n c e  r e c e n t l y ?  C a n  y o u  t h i n k  o f  a  f a m o u s  p e r s o n
w h o  h a s  h a d  t o  s h o w  r e s i l i e n c e  i n  t h e i r  l i f e  o r  c a r e e r ?

D o e s  s h o w i n g  r e s i l i e n c e  a l w a y s  m e a n  w i n n i n g ?

S O C I A L  J U S T I C E
C a n  y o u  t h i n k  o f  a  t i m e  i n  y o u r  l i f e  w h e n  y o u

f e l t  t h a t  y o u ,  o r  s o m e o n e  y o u  k n o w ,  w a s
t r e a t e d  u n f a i r l y ?  W h a t  d i d  y o u  d o  t o  a d d r e s s

t h i s ,  i f  a n y t h i n g ?

Y O U T H F U L N E S S
H o w  c a n  o l d  p e o p l e  b e  ‘ y o u t h f u l ? ’  D o  y o u

k n o w  a n  o l d e r  p e r s o n  w h o  b e h a v e s  i n  a
' y o u t h f u l '  w a y ?  W h a t  m a k e s  t h e m

' Y o u t h f u l ' ?  H o w  c a n  a  C i t y  b e  y o u t h f u l ?

I N N O V A T I O N
C a n  y o u  t h i n k  o f  a  t i m e  w h e n  y o u  h a v e  h a d
a n  i d e a -  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f o r  a n  i n v e n t i o n ,

j u s t  a n  i d e a  t h a t  w o u l d  h e l p  p e o p l e  a r o u n d
y o u  o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n ?  W h a t  s k i l l s

d i d  y o u  n e e d  t o  b e  i n n o v a t i v e ?

S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y
I n  w h a t  w a y s  d o  t h e  a d u l t s  a r o u n d  y o u  t r y
a n d  m a k e  t h e  w o r l d  a  b e t t e r  p l a c e  t o  l i v e
i n ?  W h a t  a r e  t h e y  m i s s i n g ?  H o w  w o u l d  y o u
i m p r o v e  t h e  w o r l d  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e

f u t u r e ?



movement

people

Once you have
picked your

THEME   Mind-
map your

Ideas  

factory

COVENTRY 

bicycle

industry

ideas power building

transport

invention 

cars

time

engine

F O R  E X A M P L E . . .

Try thinking about
your words as

abstract shapes...
what shapes do they

take ?TO
P

TIP
Do some doodles
that link to your

words



Need some ideas? Here are some Coventry words and
shapes! 



Perhaps your design could be inspired by the famous artist
Henri Matisse? He used paper and “took his scissors for a

walk“ cutting out all kinds of simple colourful shapes to tell a
story in his work.  This process, collage, uses paper shapes

stuck to a background piece of paper. 
Look at our artist page of the pack to see some of his work.

Everything has a
shape... from a flower

to bike wheels or
even your face.

Let the world around
you feed your

creativity.

Why not listen to
some music while

you create!
This is a great way to
think about putting
shapes into motion.

  GETTING STARTED... 

Collage is the method of making
pictures by sticking pieces of
coloured paper onto paper.

COLLAGE 

S O  Y O U  H A V E  Y O U R  C H O S E N  T H E M E  -  W H Y  N O T  L O O K
A R O U N D  Y O U  F O R  F U R T H E R  I N S P I R A T I O N ?

Got your word
sorted? Let’s get
started on the

making



Please keep all famous faces, superheroes, emojis,

animals and newspaper lettering out of your flag

design as we would like it to be all about bold shapes

and vibrant colours.

 

 Don't forget to  incorporate your chosen word!

 

Avoid using small details - your flag needs to be simple

in its design.

 

Remember we want everyone to see your fantastic flag

design from afar while it waves proudly in the air!

 

 

 

D E S I G N
S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

We would like your

design made through

COLLAGE. 

Keep those pesky

pens away and step

back from the paint. 

It's all about PAPER!

  

Ready to go? Hold
on! Just a thought
about what works
and what doesn’t…



M
A

T
E

R
I A

L
S

&
IN

S
T

R
U

C
T

IO
NS

Y O U ' L L  N E E D . . .

A 4  p l a i n  p a p e r
S c i s s o r s

G l u e
A  p e n c i l

C o l o u r e d  p a p e r

T
O

P

T IP

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

P i c k  a  T h e m e  a n d  b e g i n  b y
d o o d l i n g  w h a t  w o r d s  a n d

s h a p e s  c o m e  t o  m i n d  w h e n
t h i n k i n g  o f  t h a t  t h e m e .

C a r e f u l l y ,  u s i n g  s c i s s o r s  c u t
O N E  w o r d  a n d  l o t s  o f

d i f f e r e n t  s h a p e s  f r o m  y o u r
c o l o u r e d  p a p e r .  

H a v e  a  p l a y  o n  y o u r  A 4  b a s e
p a p e r  w i t h  t h e  l a y o u t  o f  y o u r
s h a p e s  a n d  t e x t .  W h a t  c o l o u r

c o m b i n a t i o n s  d o  y o u  l i k e ?

B e f o r e  y o u  s t i c k  i t  d o w n  -
T a k e  a  p h o t o  t o  h e l p  y o u
r e m e m b e r  w h e r e  y o u ' v e

p l a c e d  i t  a l l .  

F i n a l l y ,  g l u e  i t  a l l  d o w n .  K e e p
i t  s a f e . . . t h e  n e x t  p a g e  w i l l

t e l l  y o u  w h a t  t o  d o  n e x t .

A 4

D o n ' t  h a v e
c o l o u r e d

p a p e r s ?  T r y
u s i n g  f u n  f o o d

p a c k a g i n g

W A T C H  O N E
O F  O U R

A R T I S T S
T U T O R I A L S

T O  H E L P
Y O U

Let’s get

cutting out!



IN
S

P
O

Remember it’s all about your chosen word…have a
look at these examples, 

R I V E R

Community



H E N R I  M A T I S S E
W I L L I A M  L U Z
K E L L Y  A N N A

E M I L Y  E D W A R D S
F L O O R  M I L O U

S M I T  

Want to see more cut-

outs? Check out these

artists

R E F E R E N C E
A R T I S T S

   'DRAWING FROM OUR ROOTS TO LOOK TO
OUR FUTURE’ 



All Done? Congratulations! 
 

But you're not quite finished...

 

Put your first name and the name of your school, or

the group you have been doing this with, on the

BACK of your design. 

 

This is REALLY IMPORTANT!

 

If you are working at home, take a photo or scan of

your work- we can't send back any of your designs

unfortunately. 

 

 

RETURN your design to your school or group- hard

copy (that means the actual paper not a photo

please!)

 

 

 

THANK YOU for taking part!


